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I – Sport, economy and international relations: a field of study not yet built. 

 

At the 4th RERIS Congress organised in Cologne in July 2019 under the title “Money, 

Money, Money! Who is paying for international sport in the 20th century?”, the papers presented 

with a historical approach have identified various and complex economic issues in link with 

international sports, such as the remuneration of athletes, the private and public funding of 

international sports for various reasons (personal, trade, diplomatic, political), the role of 

television in commercialization processes, etc. Also, many aspects were detected that need 

much more historical evaluation, for example the business trajectories of international sports 

leaders, the daily reality of international sports economy (ticketing, merchandising), or the 

amount of money effectively involved in different contexts and periods. And finally, we 

discussed about possible approaches from economic history that we could use in writing an 

economic history of international sports, i.e. new economic institutionalism, systems theory, 

rational choice theory, econometrics. However, we also came to the conclusion that, in order to 

really go into detail, we would need a follow-up congress. 

The general proposal of this follow-up congress in Barcelona 2020 is thus to provide 

elements that allow for a better understanding of the role of economic factors within 

international sports throughout the 20th century. We would like to build on the presentations 

and discussions that we had in Cologne, but we also welcome completely new presentations 

from researchers that did not participate in the 2018 congress. Please note that those who 

presented a topic in Cologne and would like to take part in the publication process of the volume 

to be published as an outcome of our discussions are invited to send an actualized version of 

their abstracts. 

Interested researchers can send their abstracts about any topic or case study concerning 

economic issues and international sports history no later than the 31th December. To 

diversify the analysis, it would be interesting to receive propositions on different analytical 

frameworks, focusing on various actors, geographical areas, or multi-scalar approaches. The 

following themes could be inspiring (but are not binding!): 

 

- Advertising and Sponsoring of International Sports Events. 

- Professionalism in International Sport. 

- Economy and Sport Diplomacy. 

- Big Firms and International Sport. 

- Debates on Commercialization within International Sport Organizations. 

- Rules and Regulations of the Commercialization of International Sport. 

- The ‘Dark Side’ of International Sports Relationships (Betting, Corruption). 

- The Integration of Different Geographical Areas to Sports Globalization. 

- Social History of the (National) Funding of International Sport Careers. 
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II – Congress organisation and key dates. 

 

 The 2020 RERIS Congress will be an important step in the publication of an edited 

volume on the economic history of international sports relations in the new RERIS collection 

in the publishing house De Gruyter. Thus, it was chosen not to organize this congress according 

to a traditional configuration, but rather to provide both time and space a) for group work and 

b) for presentations of each contributor’s topic in front of the larger audience. By devoting 

significant time to reviewing the chapters, the main aim is to encourage discussions between 

contributors to the volume, to benefit from the constructive critical view of each person, and to 

find answers to different difficulties encountered. 

a) The working groups will be formed according to the main themes that later will 

compose the book, which will ensure the best coherence and the common thread of this 

publication project. Congress participants who do not submit contributions can join this 

workshop as experts to propose their comments and valuable suggestions. In order to make 

working group sessions as efficient as possible, a preparatory work should be provided by the 

authors. Each chapter, either completed on in the process of finalization, must be sent to the 

organizers no later than the 31th May. Papers will then be distributed to the participants 

sharing the same theme and to the experts (maximum four chapters per theme and per 

workshop), who will read and comment it before the Congress. 

b) In addition to the working group sessions, each contributor is invited to present either 

the main archives used for her/his chapter or the main methodological or historiographical 

aspect of her/his approach in front of the greater audience. By this, we intend to deepen the 

reflection upon methodological issues. Each of these presentations will last between 10 and 15 

minutes, and speakers are free to choose the format of communication that they prefer (no 

academic format or requirement is imposed). 

 

Key Dates: 

31 December 2019 – Deadline for sending abstracts (no more than 200 words). 

31 January 2020 – Answers and comments of the organisers about the abstracts. 

31 May 2020 – Deadline for sending papers. 

9 July / 11 July 2020 – RERIS Congress. 

 

Please send your abstracts and your papers to Stefan Scholl (schollstefan@web.de) and 

Yannick Deschamps (yannick.deschamps@outlook.com). 
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III – Provisional program of the 5th RERIS Congress. 

 

Thursday, July the 9th: Panel sessions 

12h30-13h00: Welcome and Introduction 

Yannick Deschamps (University of Strasbourg) & Stefan Scholl (University of Manheim) 

13h00-14h00: Opening keynotes by Prof. Jörg Krieger (University of Aarhus) 

Moderation: Nicola Sbetti (University of Bologna) 

14h00-15h30: Session 1 [Archives and methodological approaches 1/3] 

16h00-17h30: Session 2 [Archives and methodological approaches 2/3] 

From 19h00: Welcome & Tapas at Koska Taverna 

(http://www.koskataverna.com/) 

Friday, July the 10th: panel sessions 

09h30-11h00: Session 3 [Archives and methodological approaches 3/3] 

11h00-12h30: OSC Presentation & Visit by Luis Sanchez (OSC) 

Lunch at Café del Museu (restaurant within the Olympic Museum) 

14h30-17h30: Session 4 [working group 1/2] 

20h30: “RERIS exchanges” 

BlackLab Brewery (http://www.blacklab.es/) 

Saturday, July the 11th 

10h00-12h00: Session 5 [working group 2/2] 

12h30-13h30: Collective discussion about the working group session 

Conducted by Grégory Quin (Université de Lausanne) & Philippe Vonnard (Université de 

Lausanne) 

13h30: Conclusions & closure 

Yannick Deschamps (University of Strasbourg) & Stefan Scholl (University of Manheim) 


